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Philosophy

The teachers of Roberts Academy and Gilbert A Dater High School strive to ensure that
students with disabilities receive the instruction and support needed to achieve. Special
education and related services are offered to children ages three through twenty-one within our
partnership program.

These services support the district’s mission of helping all children to succeed, based on high
expectations, with support and opportunities for students to grow socially, emotionally, and
physically.

The Roberts-Dater partnership program provides strong instructional supports and early
intervening services that assist children in reaching their highest potential by:

● Improving academic achievement
● Increasing access to general education
● Strengthening supports and services in all schools
● Improving behavior and health programs
● Improving the use of instructional technology

This work is based on a welcoming and nurturing school community consisting of strong
partnerships and relationships with parents and students.

The district accepts referrals, screens and identifies, or screens and reassesses, students who
perform or show potential for performing at high levels of accomplishment in the areas of
superior cognitive ability, specific academic ability (mathematics, science, social studies, or
reading), creative thinking ability, and/or visual and/or performing arts. The district must follow
policy and procedures established in Ohio Administrative Code 3301-51-15. These rules specify
that assessment instruments must come from the list approved by the Ohio Department of
Education.

Core Beliefs

● All children are equally valuable and have the right to achieve their greatest potential.
● Collaboration among families and other stakeholders enhances the educational

outcomes for diverse learners.
● All students have access to programming at Roberts Academy and Gilbert A Dater HS
● Learning is the result of interactions between learners, teachers, parents, and the

community.
● High-quality education is important if all children are to achieve.
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● Appropriately planned/designed interventions delivered with fidelity are beneficial to all
children.

● All stakeholders want the best educational opportunities available for their children.

All students can and will achieve within their least restrictive environment (LRE)

● At Roberts Academy and Gilbert A Dater High School, we:
○ Provide appropriate pacing
○ Teach adaptive skills
○ Differentiate when possible
○ Provide intensive support when necessary
○ Teach affective skills
○ Front-load information
○ Provide accommodations for testing, modifications to allow access
○ Instructional decisions based on team collaboration and available data
○ Provide after school enrichment and tutoring services
○ Small group instruction when possible
○ Progress Monitoring
○ Are in accordance with local legislation and school policy.
○ Are consistent with IB expectations as stated in the IB standards and practices.
○ Are accessible to the whole school community.

■ Language Policy
■ Assessment Policy
■ Academic Honesty

○ Will be regularly reviewed at designated intervals in the school development
cycle.

○ Will be clear about limitations to inclusion and how future school development
addresses the limitation.

Inclusion policy for English Speakers of Other Languages

OELPA (Link 1, Link 2, Link 3)

● OELPA Exemptions
o If a student’s disability is such that he/she cannot participate in a domain test with

accommodations, the IEP team may exempt the student from participation on up
to 3 of the 4 domain tests.

o For example, a student with a hearing impairment may be exempted from the
listening test, a nonverbal student may be exempted from the speaking test, or a

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/174PGdmBEaWwjPTCB01j1FXJaLhUXE0if5gj-raxXNms/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1imRwNl8oyo9dfyYCrC_qCPUYSTBsa_2-L3qfs7QLgZg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hOkTDJuUjQwF7twnf_Y5oRmMdbsj0SfFpyKJnOOOHi4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1M2uERBDPNh3YrCrf3O7VY8IiHpnKZ2b74aGwHiuCSyU/edit#slide=id.gf81106d591_0_0
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Accommodations-on-State-Assessments/Acc-Manual-OELPA-OELPS-2020-21.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gt_BhsG3klw2OLdQFaGblXcLtRine_5O/edit
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student with a vision impairment who does not read Braille may be exempted
from the reading test.

o Specific test exemptions and reason(s) for exemption must be documented in the
student’s IEP (section 13).

IDEA
Actions to be taken by teachers, administrators, and parents to ensure FAPE:

1. IAT policy (Intervention Action Team) -
https://sites.google.com/a/cpsboe.k12.oh.us/department-of-student-services/alph
abetic-listing/model-procedures-and-forms?authuser=0

a. Forms- CPS 1 must be completed by the teacher.
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2nJcZKa8hDdejhaYXZMNkZWZjg

b. Forms- CPS 2 must be signed by parent
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yu9qkw9uNBnCWA8zNr3iLn7odsmkmMM
AvtBVHah1tD8/edit?usp=sharing

c. You may request a translator for any school-based interaction.
2. Differentiations - In order to remove barriers to learning, the IEP team will suggest

differentiations in coursework and activities to make content more accessible.
3. Modifications and accommodations -At Dater High School and Roberts Academy,

modifications and accommodations are determined by the intervention specialist team
along with parent input.

Last updated April 2022

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
https://sites.google.com/a/cpsboe.k12.oh.us/department-of-student-services/alphabetic-listing/model-procedures-and-forms?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/a/cpsboe.k12.oh.us/department-of-student-services/alphabetic-listing/model-procedures-and-forms?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2nJcZKa8hDdejhaYXZMNkZWZjg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B2nJcZKa8hDdejhaYXZMNkZWZjg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yu9qkw9uNBnCWA8zNr3iLn7odsmkmMMAvtBVHah1tD8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yu9qkw9uNBnCWA8zNr3iLn7odsmkmMMAvtBVHah1tD8/edit?usp=sharing
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Glossary

IEP - “the IEP is a very important document for children with disabilities and for those who
are involved in educating them. Done correctly, the IEP should improve teaching, learning,
and results. Each child's IEP describes, among other things, the educational program that
has been designed to meet that child's unique needs. This part of the guide looks closely
at how the IEP is written and by whom, and what information it must, at a minimum,
contain.” (“Archived: Guide to the Individualized Education Program”)

Least restrictive environment (LRE) - “Least restrictive environment (LRE) means kids
who get special education should be in the same classrooms as other kids as much as
possible. LRE isn’t a place — it’s a principle that guides a child’s education program. The
LRE for each child may look different because kids are unique.” (Morin)

Dually Identified students - “Dually identified students are English Learners who have
also been identified to receive special education services.” (Mathews)

IAT - Intervention Assistance Team

FAPE - Free and Appropriate Public Education

504 - “Section 504 is a federal law designed to protect the rights of individuals with
disabilities in programs and activities that receive Federal financial assistance from the
U.S. Department of Education (ED). Section 504 provides: "No otherwise qualified
individual with a disability in the United States . . . shall, solely by reason of her or his
disability, be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected
to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance . . .
." (“Protecting Students With Disabilities”)

ETR - Evaluation Team Report

SWD - Students with disabilities

Accommodation - “The term "accommodation" may be used to describe an alteration of
the environment, curriculum format, or equipment that allows an individual with a disability
to gain access to content and/or complete assigned tasks. They allow students with
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disabilities to pursue a regular course of study.” (“What is the difference between
accommodation and modification for a student with a disability? | DO-IT”)

Modification - “The term "modification" may be used to describe a change in the
curriculum. Modifications are made for students with disabilities who are unable to
comprehend all of the content an instructor is teaching. For example, assignments might
be reduced in number and modified significantly for an elementary school student with
cognitive impairments that limit his/her ability to understand the content in a general
education class in which they are included.” (“What is the difference between
accommodation and modification for a student with a disability? | DO-IT”)

Differentiation - “Differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that tailors instruction
to all students’ learning needs. All the students have the same learning goal. But the
instruction varies based on students’ interests, preferences, strengths, and struggles.”
(Tucker)

UDL - Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is an important facet of inclusion at Dater
because it encourages multiple means of engagement and representation, as well as
providing multiple means of action and expression. In essence, this approach offers
flexibility in the ways students access material, engage with it, and show what they know.
UDL allows for individual autonomy in some content choices so that the students have
purpose and motivation. It encourages individualized means of representation to reach all
students so they can be resourceful & knowledgeable in their learning.  Finally, UDL offers
students the autonomy to choose how to express their knowledge with the goal of helping
them to be strategic and knowledgeable.
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Resources

Pyramid of Interventions

CPS Policy

A Guide to Parent Rights in Special Education

IDEA

UDL

CPS Policy

A Guide to Parent Rights in Special Education

https://www.cps-k12.org/schools/policies-guidelines/pyramid-of-intervention
https://www.cps-k12.org/academics/special-education
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/A-Guide-to-Parent-Rights-in-Special-Education
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://www.cps-k12.org/academics/special-education
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/A-Guide-to-Parent-Rights-in-Special-Education


Special Education/ Inclusion Policy 7

Works Cited

“Archived: Guide to the Individualized Education Program.” Department of Education,

https://www2.ed.gov/parents/needs/speced/iepguide/index.html#closer. Accessed 23

March 2022.

Mathews, Kimberley. “ESOL and Special Education Collaboration: A Teacher's Perspective.”

Colorin Colorado,

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/esol-and-special-education-collaboration.

Accessed 23 March 2022.

Morin, Amanda. “What Is Least Restrictive Environment?” Understood.org,

https://www.understood.org/articles/en/least-restrictive-environment-lre-what-you-need-t

o-know. Accessed 23 March 2022.

“Protecting Students With Disabilities.” Department of Education,

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html#terms. Accessed 23 March 2022.

Tucker, Geri Coleman. “What Is Differentiated instruction?” Understood.org,

https://www.understood.org/articles/en/differentiated-instruction-what-you-need-to-know.

Accessed 23 March 2022.

“What is the difference between accommodation and modification for a student with a disability?

| DO-IT.” University of Washington, 9 April 2021,

https://www.washington.edu/doit/what-difference-between-accommodation-and-modificat

ion-student-disability. Accessed 23 March 2022.



Special Education/ Inclusion Policy 8

Works Cited

“Archived: Guide to the Individualized Education Program.” Department of Education,

https://www2.ed.gov/parents/needs/speced/iepguide/index.html#closer. Accessed 23

March 2022.

Mathews, Kimberley. “ESOL and Special Education Collaboration: A Teacher's Perspective.”

Colorin Colorado,

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/esol-and-special-education-collaboration.

Accessed 23 March 2022.

Morin, Amanda. “What Is Least Restrictive Environment?” Understood.org,

https://www.understood.org/articles/en/least-restrictive-environment-lre-what-you-need-t

o-know. Accessed 23 March 2022.

“Protecting Students With Disabilities.” Department of Education,

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/504faq.html#terms. Accessed 23 March 2022.

Tucker, Geri Coleman. “What Is Differentiated instruction?” Understood.org,

https://www.understood.org/articles/en/differentiated-instruction-what-you-need-to-know.

Accessed 23 March 2022.

“What is the difference between accommodation and modification for a student with a disability?

| DO-IT.” University of Washington, 9 April 2021,

https://www.washington.edu/doit/what-difference-between-accommodation-and-modificat

ion-student-disability. Accessed 23 March 2022.


